MASTER JOHN   HORSELEIGH, KNIGHT
man. Sir John had married her several years before,
in the face of the whole county, as the widow of one
Decimus Strong, who had disappeared shortly after
her union with him, having adventured to the North
to join the revolt of the Nobles, and on that revolt
being quelled retreated across the sea. Two years
ago, having discovered this man to be still living in
France, and not wishing to disturb the mind and
happiness of her who believed herself his wife, yet
wishing for legitimate issue, Sir John had informed
the King of the facts, who had encouraged him to
wed honestly, though secretly, the young merchant's
widow at Havenpool; she being, therefore, his lawful
wife, and she only. That to avoid all scandal and
hubbub he had purposed to let things remain as they
were till fair opportunity should arise of making the
true case known with least pain to all parties con-
cerned, but that, having been thus suspected and
attacked by his own brother-in-law, his zest for such
schemes and for all things had died out in him, and he
only wished to commend his soul to God.
That night, while the owls were hooting from the
forest that encircled the sleeping townlet, and the
South-Avon was gurgling through the wooden piles
of the bridge, Sir John died there in the arms of his
wife. She concealed nothing of the cause of her
husband's death save the subject of the quarrel, which
she felt it would be premature to announce just then,
and until proof of her status should be forthcoming.
But before a month had passed, it happened, to her
inexpressible sorrow, that the child of this clandestine
union fell sick and died. From that hour all interest
in the name and fame of the Horseleighs forsook the
younger of the twain who called themselves wives of
Sir John, and, being careless about her own fame, she
took Tio steps to assert her claims, her legal position
having, indeed, grown hateful to her in her horror at
the tragedy. And Sir William Byrt, the curate who
had married her to her husband, being an old man and
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